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Held on the third Saturday of 
June, “Neighbor Day” is a time for 
Calgarians to celebrate our 
neighbourl iness and strong 
community spirit by organizing 
community events such as front 
yard barbecues, garden parties, 
picnics, clean-ups or afternoon 
teas in a local park.
On our street this year, we are 
planning a front yard BBQ, as a 
way to get to know more of our 
neighbors.  We’ve lived on our street for almost 4 years now in Temple,  and while we’ve met 
at least 7 or 8 households of neighbors over these years, we’ve only gotten to know a few 
families a little bit beyond that (by get to know our neighbors, I mean we’ve had them into our 
home for dessert or coffee and really gotten to know them beyond the friendly wave across 
the street.)  

Each year in June, Calgary provides you with an awesome opportunity to go 
further in the great commandment of Jesus to “Love your neighbor as 
yourself”.  After all, the Bible says that we represent Christ to those around 
us (2Cor. 2:15), and so we want to get to know our neighbors in a way that 
we might bless them with friendship, service, and relationships where we 
can truly express the love that God has for those He’s chosen to place 
within the homes that surround ours!   
Have you ever considered that God has placed you in the midst of your 
neighbors to reveal the love and message of Jesus through being a 
neighbor?  Or on the other hand – that God has also placed your neighbors 
in such close proximity to you?  In the end, no matter how you look at it, it’s 
a great responsibility to be a neighbor on your street, and in doing so to 
represent Jesus.
So this month, June 2017 – I encourage you to take up the opportunity to 
get to know your neighbors more, in the name of Jesus – on Neighbor 
Day!.  As Ephesians 5:15 says, “Be careful how you live. Don’t live like 
fools, but like those who are wise.  Make the most of every opportunity in 
these evil days.   Don’t act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord 
wants you to do…be filled with the Holy Spirit.”  With that in mind, ask the 
Holy Spirit what He wants you to do for your neighbors: create some invites 
(that’s what we’re doing) and throw a “Bring your own” BBQ for your street, 
or whether it’s an act of kindness for your neighbor(s), or throw a picnic at 

the neighborhood greenspace/park – make the most of the opportunity to connect intentionally on your street.
No matter what you choose to do, may God bless and guide you as you seek to be the face of Jesus on your street, 
loving your neighbor as you love yourself.

Pastor Shawn 
Lead Pastor
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JUNE 2017
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

4 
Prayer Time-10:00 am 

Worship Service 
D6 & Beginnings  

10:30 am 

AGM - 6:30 PM 

5 6 7 
Shift (Youth) 

7:00 pm 

8 
Senior Ministry 

2:00 pm

9 10

11 
Prayer Time-10:00 am 

Worship Service 
D6 & Beginnings  

10:30 am 

12 13 14 
Shift (Youth) 

7:00 pm 

15 16 17

18 

Prayer Time-10:00 am 
Worship Service 
D6 & Beginnings  

10:30 am 

19 20 21 
Shift (Youth) 

7:00 pm 

22 
Senior Ministry 

2:00 pm

23 24

25 
MOSAIC SUNDAY 
Prayer Time 10:00 am 

Worship Service& 
Beginnings 
10:30 am 

26 27 28 
Shift (Youth) 

7:00 pm 

29 30

Weekly Group & Events  

Mondays
Café Drop In 

10:00 am-1:00 pm 
Sewing/Knitting/Crocheting Class 

10:00 am-11:30 pm 
ESL Conversation Class 

7:00-8:30 pm 

Wednesday
Café Drop In 

10:00 am-1:00 pm 
ESL Bible Study 

10:00 am-11:00 pm 
Beginner Sewing Class 

11:00 am-12:30 pm 
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June Birthdays

You’re now able to download the latest Trail Mix, the current Sunday 
Bulletin, and Messages as well as keep up-to-date with news and events 

from our website at: 
www.rockyviewalliance.com

(M) Denotes an international worker and/or their family members. If you want to be included on 
this page or would like to be removed, please submit your name and information to the office.

15 Ron Miller 

17 Enoch Frentz 

21 Gerald May (M) 

23 Blake Dormer 

25 Julie Miller  

27 Elijah Heywood 

27 Caleb De Groot 

28 Russ Clugston

07 WATSON, Chad & Christine 

07 CLUGSTON, Russ & Erica 

10 MCIVER, Paul & Chantelle(M) 

12 FRENTZ, Brem & Donna (M)         

June Anniversaries

01 Aaron Solomon  

06 Gideon Heywood  

06 Kedrick Seymour 

07 Brian Argue  

08 Dave Petruska  

14 Seth Dunham  

14 Daniel Lyons  

15 Judah Heywood

Greetings Rockyview!  
It is so great to be on Sabbatical.  Thanks for this time for 
me to be refreshed and renewed, to pause and to meet 
with God.  
In the first part of May our family drove across Canada to 
Thunder Bay to celebrate with Erica’s family as her 
brother got married.  I got to officiate the service, and it 
was a really great to reconnect with Erica’s family.  They 
live on a dairy farm, so we got to pretend to be farmers for 
the week that we were there, milking and cleaning up 
after cows, driving around tractors and fun stuff like that.  
After we returned from Thunder Bay, I had the opportunity 
to travel to Colorado Springs for “The Gathering, a 
transformational family ministry event.”  I am so glad that I 
went to this conference.  The theme was centred, and the 
main speakers emphasized getting recalibrated: putting 
God at the centre of everything.  For me, at the start of 
this 3 month Sabbatical period, it was really helpful to 

have this reminder, and to spend some time with God, allowing the Holy Spirit to show me things that have moved into 
the centre of my life.  
One of the speakers talked about how the nucleus is the centre of the cell; and 
from the nucleus comes everything of who we are.  When we put Jesus as our 
nucleus, at the centre of our lives He directs all activities, he creates growth in us, 
he protects us and leads us.  When God is at the centre, then out of that 
relationship comes the fruit of the spirit - love, and joy and peace and patience and 
kindness and goodness and faithfulness and self control.  Out of that relationship 
comes grace and forgiveness and freedom and faith.  
The speaker then talked about 1 Peter 1:3-7, where it talks about how faith is a 
priceless inheritance that is tested and developed and strengthened through trials.  
Often we seem to be really good at putting God at the centre of our lives when we 
are in trials when something difficult is happening to us, or to those that we care 
about.  The problem is that the trial can take on a bigger role, becoming the lens 
that we see life through: essentially colouring or shaping all that we see.  I was 
able to see times through the past year or two where that has happened to me: 
that my focus has been altered by the circumstances and situations and difficulties 
around me.  
If Jesus truly is at the centre of our lives, then He becomes the lens that we look 
through, our vision is shifted from the problems and trials that we are looking at, to 
see through His eyes.  When I look at things through my eyes or through a lens of 
the problem I am facing it is easy to feel lost and powerless.  When I look at things 
with God at the centre, I see through a different lens, one where anything is possible, a lens of freedom, and forgiveness 
and grace and hope.  
Through the rest of my time at the conference, and through a book I have been reading God has been recalculating my 
thoughts and my heart to place Him more at the centre.  On one of the nights they had set up some prayer/worship 
response stations that were a really powerful tool for me to meet with God, and to allow the Holy Spirit to continue to work 
on my heart.  To know that I am loved by God, and that He is good no matter what is going on around me.  
This was a powerful message from God for me at the beginning of Sabbatical, and I look forward to all of the other things 
that God will be teaching me through this time of rest and renewal.  
For you, and for your children,
Russ Clugston 
Pastor of Family Ministries

Sabbatical Soundings - Pastor Russ Clugston

15 HOWDEN, Cary & Debbie 

19 ARGUE, Brian & Barbara 

22 MILLER, Ron & Sylvia 

25 ARGUE, Brock & Christine   
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I feel so blessed that I have to opportunity to attend 
and serve at such a community driven, and welcoming 
church.  To be frank, I was anticipating a very difficult 
transition to Rockyview because for the first time in a 
while, I was attending a church that I felt comfortable at.  I 
have been to a number of churches in the Calgary area 
over the last 4 years out here and I had finally felt settled; 
in fact we were both looking for ways to serve and get 
more involved.  Another reason why I felt it would be so 
hard to leave was because my only family I have in 
Calgary went to that same church.  But the time had 
come to make the move and we haven’t regretted it for a 
second.  I just wanted to open this article by saying thank 
you to the Rockyview family.

Something that is very important to me in ministry is promoting a bible culture.  I recently went through the 
process of accreditation with the Alliance Denomination.  For those of you who are not familiar with accreditation, 
let me break it down.  It is an interview done by the district superintendents and other leaders in the Alliance 
Denomination, whereby they test your biblical knowledge, theology, and personal beliefs.  Following the interview, 
the interviewers convene and determine whether or not you are approved for licensing.  To prepare, many of us 
study for months, and go through a number of mock interviews to prepare ourselves.  It is a long and tiring 
process while you're still in full-time classes but the value of it is immeasurable.  It ignites a passion in you to know 
the Word of God so much more on a deeper level.  And if you are wondering, I passed!  What a relief it was to 
walk out of that room after hearing a resounding “Yes.”  All that said, the process of memorizing scripture and 
studying the bible has reignited my passion for biblical exegesis and memorization, and that is something I want to 
share with our students in D6 and Shift.  A challenge I have shared with a number of the youth, and will share with 
all of them is this; by the end of my internship a year from now, I want all our youth to have 2 verses memorized to 
the point they could never forget them and they are Matthew 28:19-20 a.k.a. The Great Commission.  Seems easy 
enough right? Well, there is a second part to that challenge, following suit with memorizing the Great Commission, 
I also want the students to be able to answer this one question, ‘What is the Gospel message?’  I think that a very 
fair challenge, 1 year to answer 1 question and know 2 verses, I can’t wait to hear their answers!

This week in youth, we started a brand new series all about Worship.  In this series we are going to 
journey together to understand more deeply why we worship, how we worship, and who we worship.  We just 
learned about what worship is; I spoke a lot during this lesson about something that has been on my heart as of 
late, which is worshipping God via listening.  Listening to God as intentional worship seem to be a taboo practice.  
I ask our students to try active listening; active listening can take place anywhere but if you’re not used to it then 
make time for God, sit quietly, ask God to speak to you, then just wait.  It can be very uncomfortable at first 
because it is in our nature to fill silent time with noise or thinking, but if you try this then I encourage you to stay 
silent and expect to hear from God.  For some this is easier than for others, and some times you may not hear 
anything from God, but I encourage you to keep trying, keep actively listening for God and keep expecting to hear 
form God.  This can be a very cool thing to do as a family, praying together, followed by listening together, and 
finally sharing together.  Some of you may be thinking, ‘Nick that’s nuts, that will be so awkward.’  And to you I 
would say, ‘Yes’, it is very awkward the first few times, but the more we come before God ready to hear from him, 
the more we will hear from him and sometimes when this is done communally, God will speak to us through 
others.  All in all, it is an extremely rewarding practice and it fosters a healthy relationship with God and with 
others.  

Those are my challenges for both students and parents, and if you’re not youth, I still encourage you to 
know Matthew 28:19-20 and to have a ready response to explain the Gospel message, and I hope you have fun 
while doing, exploring God and the Bible is such an exciting thing.

Blessings,
Nick Kennedy 
Pastoral Intern

Praying for our International Workers 
Over the next few months, we will highlight the various Alliance International Workers (IW’s) that Rockyview 
supports. This month we’re excited to introduce you to the workers in the Asian Spice Region:

Darren and Minako Polischuk 
Darren and Minako live in Siem Reap in Cambodia, where their 
passion is to create vocational ministries that help the poor and 
vulnerable find hope and dignity through Christ, and to discover 
the gifts and talents that He has given them so that they can help 
themselves. Currently, they are working on creating sustainable 
livelihood ministries through greeting cards, sewing, computers, 
English, and automobile services.
God has given Darren and Minako a vision to develop Cambodian 
Vocational Transformation Communities, which is focused on 
reducing the risk of vulnerability of the poor by creating servant 
leaders who love God, have the vocational skills to provide for 
themselves while being a light in their workplace and their 
churches, and who have a passion to see their nation transformed 
for Christ. They are exploring plans for three integrated models–
Rural, Urban, and National.

Bob and Karin T 
Bob and Karin live on a small, multicultural island in Southeast Asia where three primary religions and cultures live side by side. 
Because of this diversity, they see and hear festivals, celebrations, fasts, offerings, and ceremonies nearly all of the time.
Their primary role is pastoring the international church, which has both similarities and differences to leading a Canadian 
church. Leading an international church has been likened to pastoring people who are floating by on a slow-moving river while 
you stand on the shore. Through their eight years, they have had many people “float by” and leave, and they see their role as 
seeking to influence and challenge people who will then move on to new locations and take their passion for Christ with them.
Bob and Karin also have begun a ministry to refugees and migrant workers in response to the terrible conditions in which they 
live and work. They run a learning centre and also partner with other organizations, seeking to bring justice and the hope of 
Christ to these marginalized and broken people.

Dan and Melissa 
Dan and Melissa are ministering to one of the least-reached people groups in Thailand and the world. This people group is less 
than one per cent Christian, with almost no churches or presence of Christians in their area. They are looking to lead them by 
making disciples who will make disciples. God has given them the vision for a movement, a revival amongst these people. To 
see that happen, they will need exponential growth that is not dependent on one person or even a group; it will be dependent 
on the Holy Spirit and each believer sharing the truth with those around them.

Mtt and Cnn 
Even though there's a strong, vibrant church in other parts of their host country, the region in which they serve belongs to one of 
the world’s largest religions. The people are friendly and welcoming, but the spiritual climate is certainly resistant to change. 
The country itself is beautiful—tropical climate, lush forest, and fertile farmland—but the cities are overcrowded and polluted. 
Unfortunately, permission to become residents in this country is becoming progressively difficult.
Mtt works as an English teacher in local schools. They both work with a social foundation, the Love One Another Foundation, 
where they partner with national colleagues in a variety of ways. Cnn works with a handicraft project and Mtt runs English clubs 
and recruits interns and new workers for the foundation. They are also both involved in events that train national believers to 
engage with people of the majority religion.

Please join us in praying for these IW’s this month! If you’re interested in receiving email and prayer updates from 
any of these workers, please contact a member of the Rockyview Missions team or the Rockyview Church Office. 

global ministries team 
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We have been remarkably blessed over the past two years by a tremendous increase in new ministries and 
opportunities to reach out and show God’s love to our neighbours.  From ESL classes, cooking classes to meals, 
hampers and children’s ministries to name but a few, Rockyview’s facility usage has increased from 3 days to 5 
days per week!  It is very exciting to see our church as a hub in the community.

During this period of exciting growth we were hit with overland flooding that destroyed our church basement, home 
to our children’s ministry.  Church Leadership fasted and prayed to the Lord, asking for clear direction regarding our 
path to serve the many people brought through our doors each week.  We believe that God has led us to this point: 
Repairs and improvements to our facility are required and we must follow Him as He provides us with opportunities 
to expand his kingdom.

To this end, a campaign was launched in October of 2016 for our Kingdom Expansion initiatives, as well as the 
remediation and rebuilding of our church.  In addition to a sermon series on Nehemiah, we met on Nov 20 at the 
Chestermere Community Centre to celebrate our history and what God is doing in our midst now.  About 150 
people gathered as a church family for fellowship, prayer and to share a meal.

The goal for our campaign is to raise $800k, the funds will be used as follows:

• 50% for the remediation and rebuild
• 37.5% for the elimination of our existing mortgage
• 12.5% for Kingdom expansion

- Pledges received: $507,661
- Received as of the first week of May, 2017: $172,225

I (Brent Turner) will be taking over the role of Campaign Chairman from Arun Kurian this year. I would like to thank 
for his leadership and tremendous effort over the past year.  Additionally, we have had wonderful support from our 
congregation in organizing this campaign.  I would like to thank each and every one of you for your effort and 
commitment.  

I will be providing quarterly updates to the congregation on the progress of our campaign and will be available to 
meet and answer any questions.

BRENT TURNER 
ELDER

When I was in Bible School one of the classes that I had to take was on how to study the bible.  One of the methods 
was to pay attention to words and phrases that were repeated in the book or passage.  As I journeyed through 
scripture, I kept this principle in mind and I was able to see themes and key thoughts in various books.  For example, 
the key word in Philippians is joy, rejoice and the message was that there could be joy even in the midst of difficult 
times as this letter was written by Paul while he was in prison.  In the book of 1 John, there are many key words but 
one of them is “know.”  John being a disciple of Jesus and witnessing first hand the events of Jesus’s ministry, death 
and resurrection writes to encourage believers that we can know with certainty that our faith is real and that we can 
have certainty in what Jesus said.   

This past while as I have read the scriptures, one phrase has come up several times and it is, “I am the Lord your 
God.”  The phrase starts in the book of Leviticus and shows up again and again in various other books.  As I 
pondered this phrase, the question I asked myself was – what was God saying to His people of old and what is He 
saying to me today?  

I don’t know that I have a definitive answer but as I kept this question in the back of my mind, and as I continued to 
read my bible, some verses seemed to answer this question.  Deuteronomy 4:35 seemed to answer at least part of 
that question as it says “To you it was shown, that you might know that the Lord Himself is God; there is no other 
besides Him.”  Deuteronomy 4:7 says “For what great nation is there that has God so near to it, as the Lord our God 
is to us, for whatever reason we may call upon Him?”   

There is a reminder to the Israelite nation that they should not forget their God who does great and wondrous 
things, a reminder that God is above all gods, all idols and there is no other God so great, awesome and yet so near 
that we can call upon Him at any time.  In the 10 commandments as found in Deuteronomy 5:6-21, the first 
commandment is to have no other gods, idols,  a reminder that God is to be placed first and foremost in our lives.  

There is a relationship aspect as the phrase indicates “I am the Lord YOUR God.   We are wired for relationship 
and we do not journey alone but with God and others.  God desires that we seek Him, seek this great and awesome 
God.  Hebrews 10:25 tells us not to forsake the assembling of ourselves with other believers as this an 
encouragement to us and others.  Hebrews 4:14-16 also tells us that we have a God who understands what we are 
going through as He himself experienced the joy, pain, sorrow, grief, loneliness, rejection, betrayal, confusion that we 
sometimes experience.   As I have cried out to God in times of difficulty, pain and grief, I found God to be there and 
God let me know that He is there with me.   God is someone I can go to at any time and pour out my heart to Him; I 
can unburden myself and be completely honest with God simply because God is my friend, He is always near and 
He always understands even when I don’t understand.   

In Isaiah, the phrase is repeated several times but it is expanded upon as it says, “I am the Lord your God the Holy 
One of Israel, your redeemer.”  The message is that Jesus came to redeem His people so that a relationship is 
possible.  Jesus came to set us free from the things that bind us – our sin, fears, worries, and anything else that can 
block our relationship, communion with God.   

As I reflected on these few thoughts, the message was to simply seek, pursue God and to look to Jesus who is the 
author and finisher of my faith.  
Richard Semenyna 
Elder 

I Am the Lord Your God
CAMPAIGN UPDATE


